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In Unity There is Strength
 e tragic and untimely death of Nel-
son Hopkins, Jr. galvanized many in our 
community towards trying to "nd ways to 
regain control of our neighborhoods from 
individuals who insist on carrying out ran-
dom, senseless violence.  If any good comes 
out of such a terrible event, it may simply 
be the realization that no community is 
immune to this kind of violence and that 
each of us in the community must step for-
ward and "nd ways to make our streets safe 
again for everyone.
 Fr. omas Curran, president of 
Rockhurst University, was so touched by 
the outpouring of emotion immediately 
aer Nelson’s death that he challenged both 
his university and the surrounding neigh-
borhoods to - as he stated in an open letter 
to the Kansas City Star - “level the playing 
"eld” with respect to empowering all citi-
zens to regain control of their own desti-
nies.

 e "rst step in that 
process is the formation 
of neighborhood com-
mittees - made up of 
Rockhurst staff and 
representatives from the 
surrounding neighbor-
hoods - to study ways of 
addressing the all-too-
common problems af-
f e c t i n g i n n e r - c i t y 
neighborhoods.
 One committee will 

begin to study the problem of parking in 
our neighborhoods; many of us are familiar 
with the difficulty of "nding parking spaces 
in our neighborhoods when they are 
clogged with cars whose owners don’t even 
live in the area.  at committee will also 
study ways of improving the streetscape 
along Troost Avenue.
 A second committee will address ways 
of creating healthy neighborhoods with 
crime prevention initiatives and, by work-

ing in concert with codes officials, getting 
long-neglected properties in shape by 
stronger enforcement of property mainte-
nance issues.
 e "nal committee will deal with pub-
lic engagement issues - discovering ways of 
engaging people within our neighborhoods 
so that they aren’t afraid to address the 
many problems that plague our communi-
ties.  One goal of this committee might be 
to "nd ways to get those individuals who 
have information about “bad players” on 
our streets to come forward with that in-
formation.  Another goal might be get peo-
ple to see Rockhurst as a viable asset to the 
community rather than an entity that might 
seem unapproachable.
 e next committee meeting will take 
place on Tuesday, March 3rd, at 5:30 p.m. 
in the Rockhurst University Community 
Center; if you are interested in serving on 
any of these committees, you are urged to 
attend.

Rockhurst Kicks Off Centennial 
With Party, Lecture
 is year, Rockhurst celebrates its hun-
dredth birthday, and to kick off that impor-
tant milestone, it celebrated with a birthday 
party for alumni, staff and community lead-

ers.  
 e party took 
place in Massman Hall 
and featured cake and 
beverages, along with 
a display of items un-
covered from time 

capsules located around campus.
 e party was highlighted by a candle-
light procession to the Convocation Center, 
where attendees were treated to an inspira-
tional speech from Fr. Greg Boyle, S.J. - 
famous for his work with Los Angeles gang 
members and Homeboy Industries.
 Using humor and touching stories, Fr. 
Boyle gave the audience a heightened un-
derstanding of what motivates youth to join 
gangs and what can be done to rescue them 
and curtail the violence and self-destructive 
behavior that results from gang association. 
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Emergencies 911
49/63 O"ce/CAN Center 816.333.4963
49/63 Website www.4963.org
CAN Center Police O"cers 816.719.8199
          Aaron Shillcutt/Chris DeFreece
KCPD - non-emergency 816.234.5000
Report a crime tip 816.474.TIPS
Complaint about police 816.889.6640
Fire Department - non-emergency 816.513.1700
Gas Leak - leave house immediately! 800.582.0000
Power line down 888.544.4852
48 hours before you dig 800.DIG.RITE
Utility assistance 211
City website www.kcmo.org
City Services 311 (816.513.1313 - cell)
311 e-mail actioncenter@kcmo.org

gCodes Inspector - Matthew Keeney 816.444.6103
UMKC Security 816.235.1515
Rockhurst Security 816.501.4010
Animal control 816.645.8018

For more links, go to www.4963.org

Neighbors in More 
Places
 More places in the commu-
nity have stepped up to serve as 
pickup points for the Neighbors 
newsletter.  You can !nd your 
monthly newsletter at these loca-
tions:

Rockhurst University Commu-
nity Center, 5401 Troost Avenue

UMKC University Center, 5000 
Rockhill Road

e Oak Street Coffee Shop, 
6221 Oak Street

e Roasterie Coffee Shop, 6223 
Brookside Boulevard

Plaza Branch of the Kansas City 
Public Library, 4801 Main Street

Paul’s Liquor and Groceries, 
5506 e Paseo

If you are a local merchant 
within the 49/63 community 
and would like to host the news-
letter, please contact us at this 
e-mail address:  news@4963.org.  
We will be happy to place the 
newsletter at your place of 
business.

Printing for this newsletter was provided at no cost 
by the Neighborhood and Community Services 

Department , Kansas City, Missouri.
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Rockhurst University Community Center, 5401 Troost Avenue
Love (For Volunteers) Is In the Air

 e February general meeting of the Coalition is traditionally reserved for the 
annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner where the Coalition formally thanks its many 
volunteers for their tireless service during the past year.  is year’s event will take place on 
Tuesday, February 23rd at 6:30 p.m. (note the time change!) at the Rockhurst University 
Community Center.
 e Dinner is the most well attended event in the Coalition’s calendar and is al-
ways a fun and rewarding time for everyone who attends, and each volunteer receives a 
certi!cate recognizing their tireless efforts on behalf 
of the neighborhood.
 e CAN and COMBAT public meeting 
will take place immediately before the general 
meeting and will also get bumped forward an hour 
- that meeting will start at 5:30 p.m. and will also 
be at the Community Center.  Attendees at that 
meeting will be able to meet face-to-face with CAN 
and COMBAT members, codes officials and com-
munity police to discuss crime and neighborhood 
related issues with those who can help out.

http://www.4963.org
http://www.4963.org
http://www.4963.org
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5309 Woodland Avenue
Kansas City, MO  64110
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The 49/63 Neighborhood Coalition publishes neigh-
bors periodically throughout the year to inform readers 
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The 49/63 coalition is a 
Jackson County COMBAT 
Anti-Drug Tax funded 
agency.

Be Proactive on Crime
 At the January 49/63 Coalition’s 
general meeting, Officer Mark Lombardo 
from the Kansas City Police Department’s 
Metro Property Crimes Unit spoke about 
what residents can do to protect their 
homes from burglars.  Many of you may 
remember Officer Lombardo as a former 
Blue Hills CAN officer.
 Officer Lombardo noted that in 
many of the recent burglary cases in our 
area, the criminals came in through un-
locked windows or unsecured back doors.  
Sometimes it’s the simple things we forget 
to do that can make the most difference, 
so make sure your doors and windows - 
also your storm windows, if you have 
them - are locked!
 e KCPD website also offers a 
special service to area residents, which 
basically means calling the police before a 
crime has occurred!  Did you know that a 
police officer will come to your house to 
identify any security vulnerabilities you 
may have and teach you how to "x them? 
KCPD Community Interaction Officers 

have always offered free home security 
surveys, but they’ve gotten a lot more in-
terest lately because of some high-pro"le 
crimes like the Waldo serial rapist.
 Officers will look for everything - 
from doors that don’t lock properly to 
shrubs that should be trimmed and many 
other simple things you may never have 
thought about.
 To take advantage of this free 
service, call the Metro Patrol at 816-234-
5520 and ask to speak with the Commu-
nity Interaction Officer, John Trainor.  
en tell him you’d like him to come do a 
home security assessment for you.  e 
police would rather show up at your house 
before a crime ever happens and help pre-
vent it.
 e CAN and COMBAT Centers 
also want to remind everyone to call the 
police if you see anything suspicious or 
out of the ordinary in your neighborhood.  
We would also appreciate it if you would 
call or e-mail the CAN Center aer you 
have "led any police reports; we can be 
reached at 816-333-4963 or by e-mail at 
coord@4963.org.
 

New House for Troostwood
 Readers of this newsletter may recall a 
recent article about a new house planned for 
the empty lots on 49th Street, directly over-
looking Volker Boulevard.  e house was 
planned as a two-story structure featuring 
architecture that was designed to blend in 
with the existing context of the neighbor-
hood and compliment the two recently-
build homes to the west.
 e good news is that construction has 
started on the residence; the foundation has 
recently been poured - difficult to achieve in 
our recent freezing temperatures - and the 
framing will follow in due course.
 is is the "rst residence built in eastern 
49/63 for a number of years and one of only 
a handful of new residences constructed in 
the whole Coalition in the past two years.
 

GIZ Update
 As some of the initial sources of fund-
ing begin to trickle down to each of the "ve 
neighborhoods making up the GIZ (Green 
Impact Zone), Troostwood has been faced 
with the challenges of how to make use of 
them most effectively.  e initial grant to 
neighborhoods is a Capacity Fund used to 
build on the engagement of neighborhood 
residents and to help fund community out-
reach efforts.  Some of the projects Troost-
wood has decided 
to focus on have 
been talked about 
over the last year 
or so but never 
quite got off the ground, while others 
would never be able to get done without 
these funds.  Using input from both resi-
dents and neighborhood leadership, they 
have come up with a list of things to im-
plement this year including development of  
both a neighborhood clean-up crew and a 
crime-watch committee, starting a neigh-
borhood website, and a second annual 
neighborhood block party.
 Additionally, all residents living within 
the GIZ are eligible to apply for concrete 
repair or replacement.  is is part of a 

youth education program developed 
through the Ivanhoe Neighborhood Coun-
cil that has trained young adults to do con-
crete work.  Public sidewalks, unfortu-
nately, do not fall under the scope of this 
grant, but private driveways, foundation 
work and even your stairs could be repaired 
or replaced - at no charge.
 Also available to GIZ residents at no 
charge is the on-going Community Lead-
ership Program.  e "rst two sessions 
have already taken place, but there are 

three more to go; 
topics for those 
are Relationship 
Building, Problem 
S o l v i n g , a n d 

Community Building.  ese are designed 
primarily for implementation in neighbor-
hood organizations, but they could also 
prove valuable for your personal life, too.  
 For more information on either the 
CLP training or for concrete repair, please 
e-mail troostwood_kc@yahoo.com.  ose 
interested should bear in mind that not all 
of Troostwood is covered in the Green Im-
pact Zone - it runs from 49th Street to 51st 
Street and Troost to Paseo.
 
 

March
6/Sat/9:00 a.m./RUCC
 Troost Plateau NÕhood AssÕn meeting
6/Sat/10:00 a.m./RUCC
 Troostwood NÕHood AssÕn meeting
10/Wed/7:30 p.m./RUCC
 49/63 Coalition board meeting
23/Tue/7:30 p.m./RUCC
 49/63 Coalition general meeting
April
3/Sat/9:00 a.m./RUCC
 Troost Plateau NÕhood AssÕn meeting
3/Sat/10:00 a.m./RUCC
 Troostwood NÕHood AssÕn meeting
14/Wed/7:30 p.m./RUCC
 49/63 Coalition board meeting
27/Tue/7:30 p.m./RUCC
 49/63 Coalition general meeting
May
1/Sat/9:00 a.m./RUCC, 5401 Troost
 Troost Plateau NÕhood AssÕn meeting
1/Sat/10:00 a.m./RUCC
 Troostwood NÕhood AssÕn meeting
12/Wed/7:30 p.m./RUCC
 49/63 Coalition board meeting
25/Tue/7:30 p.m./RUCC
 49/63 Coalition general meeting

Want to add your neighborhoodÕs meeting to the 
calendar or submit an article or story idea for publica-
tion?  E-mail news@4963.org!
 

 Trash pickup for all residents in 49/63 (Oak 
Street to the Paseo, 49th to 63rd Streets) is on each 
Friday of the month; in the case of a city holiday, that is 
bumped to Saturday.  Leaves and brush are picked up 
curbside only on certain city-scheduled dates and 
cannot be put out with regular trash.  Tires and other 
hazardous wastes are never picked up by city trash 
and cannot be included with trash or bulky item mate-
rial.  There is a two 40-lb. bag limit; any extra trash bags 
require city-supplied tags.
 Bulky item pickup is done by appointment.  
You must call the city (311/816.513.1313 by cell) to 
schedule a pickup.  Bulky items placed at the curb and 
not scheduled for pickup may result in a codes viola-
tion and !ne for the occupant.  For a complete list of 
acceptable bulky items and for any questions regard-
ing trash and bulky item collection, contact the city at 
311 or online at actioncenter@kcmo.org.
 49/63 residents are encouraged to recycle.  
Weekly recycling is available throughout the commu-
nity - the only requirement is that you have a city-
supplied blue plastic recycling bin.  Most - but not all - 
materials are recyclable in Kansas City.  Most plastic, 
aluminum cans, newspapers and other paper can be 
placed at the curb.  Scrap metal is not recyclable at the 
curb, and glass can now be taken to RippleGlass (see 
rippleglasskc.com for complete list of locations) 
recycling bins for processing.  There is no limit on the 
amount of recyclables, and extra bins can be used, but 
you must have a blue bin.
 

Please help us today with your tax-deductible dona-
tion to 49/63 - it will help pay for this newsletter and 
the many other programs we sponsor to bene!t the 
community.  Mail your completed form to:

The 49/63 Neighborhood Coalition
5309 Woodland Avenue
Kansas City, MO  64110

name

address

city

state zip

phone (optional)

e-mail (optional)

donation amount
donations of $25 or greater will receive free one-year sub-
scription to neighbors newsletter.

Be Vigilant!
 ose neighbors able to make it to the 
January general meeting of the Coalition 
were informed by the police that the typi-
cal pre-Christmas rash of robberies that 
plague our neighborhoods each year 
shows no sign of letting up - even post-
holiday.
 Several gangs of thieves seem to be 
operating in our community, but the mo-
dus operandi seems to be similar - some-
body knocks on a front door to see if the 
homeowner is at home.  If so, the caller 
asks if “so and so” is at home and walks 
away if told that no one by that name lives 
there.
 If the homeowner is not at home, all 
too oen the caller goes around to the 
back door and gains entry to the house by 
breaking in the back door.
 If you see anybody suspicious or have 
a stranger at your door one night asking 
for another stranger, call the police!  You 
might be able to help prevent yourself or 
your neighbor from getting robbed.
 

The 49/63 Coalition is on the web!  Go to www.4963.org  for up-to-date information and news; 
youÕll also !nd links to past issues of neighbors, a history of the Coalition, bylaws, and a cal-
endar of upcoming meetings and events around town and a very complete list of links to local 
and national organizations and people of interest to our community.  The  Coalition also main-
tains a Facebook page, making it easy to share information about community events.

RippleGlass Comes to Rockhurst
 e Ripple Glass network of glass recy-
cling containers - welcome news to Kansas 
Citians, who cannot yet recycle glass at the 
curb - has installed its "rst container east of 
Troost.  Look for their purple recycling con-
tainer in the 
R o c k h u r s t 
U n i v e r s i t y 
C ommunity 
Center park-
ing lot at 5401 
Troost Ave-
nue .
 R i p p l e 
Gl ass pro c-
esses all col-
lected glass locally and it "nds it way into 
"berglass insulation products - another way 
to save energy and resources!  

Savings on Spay/Neuter Serv-
ices
 Spay/Neuter Kansas City, located at 
1116 E. 59th Street, is offering extremely 
economical Health Care Packages for your 
dog or cat.
 Dog packages costing $50 include 
rabies and other vaccinations, de-
worming, a heartworm test, one month of 
heartworm and &ea prevention, and a nail 
trim.  e vaccinations keep your pet up-
to-date with yearly Kansas City vaccina-
tion requirements.
 e cat package is $30 and offers 
similar services: rabies and FVRCP shots, 
a de-worming, one-month &ea prevention, 
and a nail-trim.
 Spay/Neuter Kansas City is a not-for-
pro"t organization dedicated to reducing 
cat and dog overpopulation in the inner 
city by offering free or low-cost spay and 
neuter services to residents.  For more 
information on the organization and what 
they can offer, go online to their website at 
www.snkc.net or call them at 816-353-
0940. 


